GEOGRAPHY IN THE NEWS ROUND

This selection of questions could form the basis of an oral round which could include some local news items. Feel free to pick and choose.

1.  The Mayor of Paris has rejected a congestion charge in favour of novel schemes to reduce congestion and pollution in the city; name one possible scheme.

ANSWER: Either Velib - low rent bicycles Or Voiturelib - free car Or autopartage - car sharing

2.  Dawlish Warren on the western side of the river Exe estuary in Devon has lost its beach to Exmouth on the eastern side. What coastal process is likely to have been at work in transporting the sand across the estuary?

ANSWER: LONGSHORE DRIFT

3.  The UK ‘energy gap’ will be closed by building a new generation of nuclear power stations probably in a consortium with French energy companies and probably located on the sites of old stations especially close to large cities in the South of England. Name one existing coastal site in Kent, Suffolk or Avon.

ANSWER: Either DUNGENESS (Kent), Or SIZEWELL (Suffolk) Or HINKLEY POINT / BRADWELL (Avon) 

4.  An illegal trade is being investigated by HM Customs after a steep rise in protected species being smuggled into Britain to decorate aquariums and fish tanks. What is being smuggled?

ANSWER: CORAL  

5.  Many communities, mainly rural villages, are threatened with the closure of this important service which provides the villagers, especially the elderly, with pensions, mail and groceries as well as acting a s social centre. What service function is under threat?

ANSWER: POST OFFICE

6.   Ambitious plans to meet up to third of Britain’s energy needs from these ‘offshore farms’ are in jeopardy because the Ministry of Defence objects that the turbines will interfere with its radar. What form of energy is causing this fuss?

ANSWER: WIND POWER  

7.   A donkey plough, bicycle ambulances, and crescent terraces are all simple life changing ideas from Practical Action, an intermediate technology action group which uses local raw materials and empowers local people to control their own lives in the future. What name is commonly given to such a technology, other than intermediate?

ANSWER: SUSTAINABLE 

8.   A vast iceberg, as large as the Isle of Man, broke away from the Wilkins ice shelf in March, the largest of seven shelves that have been lost due to global warming over the past 50 years. Name the continent where these shelves are melting.

ANSWER: ANTARCTICA 

9.   Conservationists protested in this Italian city in February about plans to build a new tram network which, they claim, would run too close to the cathedral with its 15th C dome, the Baptistry, celebrated for its bronze doors and 13th C mosaics depicting the Last Judgement and the Galleria dell Academica, which houses Michaelangelo’s David seen by 1.3m tourists a year. Name the Italian city

ANSWER: FLORENCE

10.  Hampstead, Belsize Park, and Kentish Town are all districts in which London Borough, which also contains Euston railway station and Lords cricket ground.

ANSWER: CAMDEN

11. There is a 70 mile stretch of small deposits in limestone and sandstone strata from Poole (Dorset) through Hampshire to West Sussex, with pockets in Surrey, East Midlands and South Wales all of which are subject to applications to explore for which resource?

ANSWER: OIL  

12.  Russia, Norway, Canada, and Denmark all claim rights to explore for the huge untapped oil and gas reserves in this region? Name the region.

ANSWER: NORTH POLE (allow ARCTIC OCEAN) 

13.  2,600 migrants are quitting the UK per month in 2008, up from 1750 per month in 2005, and half the number applied for visas to work in the UK in 2007 compared to 2005 from this Commonwealth country, pushed by the rising cost of living. Name the country.

ANSWER: AUSTRALIA  

14.  Fifteen carbon-neutral settlements are planned by the government by 2016 to contain fuel biomass boilers, underground vacuum recycling of waste and penalties for cars driving out in peak times. What general term is used to describe these new settlements?

ANSWER: ECO-TOWNS

15.  Which major greenhouse gas needs to captured and stored efficiently in the future to reduce global warming?

ANSWER: CARBON DIOXIDE  

16.  Councils should have the power to curb the growth of what in Britain’s most picturesque villages as properties are empty for months, public services are threatened and the rising prices prevent locals from buying them?

ANSWER: SECOND HOMES 

17.  Which two developing countries with large populations and a rising standard of living are largely responsible for the growing global demand for grain which has helped to increase the average price of farmland in England & Wales to a record high of £12,965 per hectare in 2008?

ANSWER: INDIA and CHINA (1/2 each)

18.  Record numbers of students are working to pay their way through university. The weekly average hours worked (18.5) is highest in this south coast port which is also home to the 2008 FA Cup winners. Name the city.

ANSWER: PORTSMOUTH

19. Thanks to a recent £60m regeneration programme, this form of transport, once fundamental to the transfer of raw materials during the Industrial revolution, is witnessing a renaissance with 11m people using the towpaths in 2007. Name the transport.

ANSWER: CANAL / WATERWAY

20.  It was a bad week for this Somerset resort in late July, when its 104 year old Grand pier, a grade 11 listed structure, was destroyed by fire. Name the resort.

ANSWER: WESTON-SUPER-MARE

21.  British forces are still serving and dying in Helmand province in this Middle Eastern country; name the country.

ANSWER: AFGHANISTAN

22. The latest round of world trade talks was deadlocked in Doha in early August; of which country is Doha the capital city?

ANSWER: QATAR

23. EITHER Dust storms from the Gobi desert, increasing car ownership and factory production have all combined to produce air pollution in Beijing. What term do geographers use to describe ‘dirty fog’?  

ANSWER: SMOG

   OR What methods did Chinese government adopt to try to reduce the smog levels prior to the start of the Olympic Games in Beijing? 

ANSWER: any one of: RELOCATE POLLUTING FACTORIES; CLOSING DOWN (temporarily) COAL MINES and GAS STATIONS; TRAFFIC RESTRICTIONS WHUCH REMOVED CARS FROM THE CITY.

