THE GEOGRAPHICAL ASSOCIATION WORLDWISE 2006 LOCAL QUIZ

GEOGRAPHY IN THE NEWS SUMMER 2006

Notes for organisers

Local Quiz organisers should use as many or as few of the questions below as they wish. Questions with specific regional references may be omitted. It would be a good idea to add one or two specific to your area or which have occurred recently.

The suggested maximum number of questions for the round is 20 marks. Pick questions up to that number which best suit your teams.

If the questions appear too difficult for your teams to have a positive experience, they could be made more accessible by adding two alternative answers to make them multiple choice.

Questioner’s introduction

This is a written team round.

1. January 2006 was the driest on record in the south east of England and prompted fears of a drought as severe as the one, decades ago, which saw standpipes in the street in Yorkshire and East Anglia, fires in the New Forest and hosepipe bans throughout the UK.  Was the severe drought referred to in 1966, 1976, or 1986?

ANSWER: 1976

2. The retreating ice pack is opening up the North West passage and is prompting eight countries; USA, Canada, Iceland, Russia, all the Scandinavian countries, to lay claim to which new resource area?

      ANSWER: ARCTIC

3. Landing at Keflavik airport tourists are within easy reach of the Blue Lagoon hot spring, Thingvellir National Park, the Strokkur Geyser and the Gulfoss waterfall; in which country?

      ANSWER: ICELAND

4. Mammatus which often forms on the underside of a cumulonimbus’s anvil is just one of a series of images on a new website devoted to which weather feature?

      ANSWER: CLOUDS

5. Surname maps produced by researchers from the University College London have confirmed that Smith and Jones were two of the most popular surnames in 1881 and in 1998. Name ONE of the other two most common names in the top four. 

      ANSWER: BROWN or WILLIAMS- note search for’ surname profiler’ for some   very interesting geography.

6. Palaeontologists are searching for belemnites, crinoids and ammonites on Dorset’s gold coast, after a cliff collapse near Lyme Regis. What exactly are the palaeontologists looking for?

      ANSWER: FOSSILS     

7. President Kibaki has appealed for $150m aid in a country with between 3.5 and 4m are suffering from prolonged drought. Name the stricken East African country.

      ANSWER: KENYA

8. The number of people in ethnic-minority groups is growing significantly as the white British population continues to decrease. Which minority group grew at the fastest rate between 2001 and 2003: was it Asian, Black or Chinese? 

ANSWER: CHINESE (11.6%)

9. Wind farms are being condemned by the RSPB as wind turbines have resulted in the deaths of rare white tailed eagles. Where are these birds now breeding once again in the British Isles?

     Is it THE WESTERN ISLES, THE CHANNEL ISLES or

     THE SCILLY ISLES?

10. Rolling hills, wooded valleys, picturesque villages such as Penshurst and Gourdhurst and a fast commuter trail service make this South East home county an attractive commuting proposition, especially with the high speed Channel Tunnel rail link via Ashford to London. Name the county.

ANSWER: KENT

11. British Petroleum are keen to develop a new pipeline starting from Prudhoe Bay to Fairbanks and southwards to Calgary in Canada to serve the growing mid-west market for oil and gas. In which USA state does the pipeline start?

ANSWER: ALASKA

12. Global warming might disturb the system of ocean currents including the warm current which warms south and west Britain in winter. Name the current.

ANSWER: NORTH ATLANTIC DRIFT or GULF STREAM

13. Celebrities such as Cameron Diaz and Harrison Ford are displaying their Toyata Prius cars as evidence of their green credentials. This car is a hybrid using which two types of energy?

            ANSWER: PETROL and ELECTRICITY (1/2 each)

14. Which NGO (non-governmental organisation), which has a national

      collection week in May to relieve poverty in the less developed world, has the

            slogan ‘We believe in life before death’? Is it OXFAM, GREENPEACE or 

            CHRISTIAN AID?

            ANSWER: CHRISTIAN AID

15. Name the country, on the USA’s south western border, which provides ½ m

      undocumented workers a year; a risk free supply of low cost, flexible and        

            non-unionised labour? 

            ANSWER: MEXICO

16. The volcano that obliterated Pompeii in AD79 could make that event look like a sideshow in the future, vulcanologists warned in March this year. Name the volcano overlooking the Bay of Naples.

ANSWER: VESUVIUS

17. The proposal to build a wind farm of 72 turbines across a five-mile ridge at Whinnash in Cumbria between Borrowdale and Bretherdale was hailed as a victory for which National Park authority in March 2006?

ANSWER: LAKE DISTRICT

18.  A donkey plough is an example of a practical answer to poverty for many

       farmers in developing countries, which puts power back into the hands of

       local people. By what name is this form of technology more commonly

       known?

       ANSWER: Either ALTERNATIVE or INTERMEDIATE or SUSTAINABLE

19. ‘From ghost town to oasis of cool’; which northern city has transformed itself with buildings such as the Hilton Tower, the transformation of the Deansgate docks and a tram system in the last decade? Is it LEEDS, MANCHESTER or SHEFFIELD?

ANSWER: MANCHESTER

20. A cheap and effective treatment for this disease, the second most deadly infectious disease after HIV/AIDS and transmitted by the anepholes mosquito, could be available within a decade after scientists genetically engineered a form of yeast to make the key ingredient of a drug to fight the disease. Name the disease    ANSWER: MALARIA

21. The UK’s biggest house price rise in the last decade has been in the South West peninsula, especially where houses command sea or estuary views. In which county was the price rise greatest Cornwall, Devon or Somerset?

      ANSWER: CORNWALL (268%) 

22. Which independent consumer label which appears on UK supermarket products guarantees that producers are getting a fair price for their products, the opportunity for farmers and plantation workers to improve their lives and guarantees a greater respect for the environment?

ANSWER: FAIRTRADE 

23. Peugeot’s Ryton works, producer of such famous names in British motoring as the Hillman and Talbot series of cars, will close in 2007, with the loss of 4000 jobs. Which East Midlands city will suffer as a result of the works closure?

ANSWER: COVENTRY

24. Boina, Ethiopia, is in the Afar triangle, a point where three tectonic plates are pulling apart. What type of plate margin is active here; is it a PASSIVE, COMPRESSINOAL or TENSIONAL plate boundary?

ANSWER: TENSIONAL

25. The earthquake triggered tsunami, which caused over 500 deaths along Java’s coast in July 2006, 19 months after the fateful 2004 tsunami, could have been prevented had the coast line had the promised protective measures in place. Name ONE protective measure which might have saved lives.

ANSWER: any early warning measure; ONE of SIRENS, DETECTOR BUOYS, TIDE GUAGES, TOWERS ON BEACHES, HOUR WARNING BY TEXT TV & RADIO MESSAGES

26. According to a recent report on ‘Sustainable transport choices and the retail sector’, High street shops are to be saved from terminal decline by making it more expensive to shop out of town. What service, currently provided free in out of town centres, will be charged for?

ANSWER: PARKING

27. The former Soviet leader Michael Gorbachev warned the UK recently that re-investing in a new generation of nuclear power stations would increase the risk of a catastrophic nuclear plant explosion like the one near Kiev in 1986, the after effects of which are still causing long term environmental pollution. Name the plant which exploded in 1986.

ANSWER: CHERNOBYL

28. According to study of serious crimes in major urban areas in the UK published in may 2006, which ‘city of outlaws’ leads the league of crime hotspots? Is it Leeds, Nottingham or Bradford?

ANSWER: NOTTINGHAM

29. There were 15 last year, the worst of which were Dennis, Katrina, Wilma and Rita which cost the insurers $56m and the state and federal governments billions more. What weather phenomenon can cause so much damage?

      ANSWER: HURRICANE 

30. With more grade 1 listed buildings than any other British city except London, a better public transport system, the ‘Three Graces’ maritime buildings declared a World Heritage site and the prospect of its status as European capital of culture in 2008, this north west city is thriving. Name it

ANSWER: LIVERPOOL 

