WORLDWISE LOCAL QUIZ 2009-10

GEOGRAPHY IN THE NEWS 2009

A large number of questions are included here from which you might choose only a few, say 10 and to which you could add some local issues based questions appropriate to your teams.

1. Russian gas supplies to Europe were cut off for much of early January following the dispute between Russia and its southern neighbour through which the pipelines to Europe run. Name the southern neighbour

ANSWER: UKRAINE 

2. The election of Barak Obama to the American presidency left a vacant seat in the Senate for which state?

ANSWER: ILLINOIS

3. Israel invaded which disputed territory in January in an attempt to eliminate the threat of Hamas on its western border?

ANSWER: GAZA

4 The Tamil Tigers fought a bloody battle in their latest attempt to secure

an independent Tamil state from which island government?

ANSWER: SRI LANKA

5. Which activity designed to save resources has become much less attractive in the credit crunch as the market price for waste paper has fallen from £50 a tonne to £5 a tonne?

ANSWER: RECYCLING

6. Which water borne disease killed more than 60,000 people in Zimbabwe in the first two months of the year?

ANSWER: CHOLERA

7. Homes in Devon and Cornwall built on granite, may be threatened by exposure to this poisonous gas which seeps from the ground and has been linked to cancer. Name the gas

ANSWER: RADON

8. Villagers in Sipson protested in January about plans to build a third runway at which UK airport?

ANSWER: HEATHROW

9. In January/February of 2009 the UK suffered its worst winter weather since when? Was it 1990 1991 or 1992?

ANSWER: 1991 (18 years)

10. Slumdog Millionaire, the Oscar tipped film drama, was filmed in which Indian city?

ANSWER: MUMBAI (BOMBAY)

11. CO2 produced at Ferrybridge, Eggborough, Drax and Killingholme is being captured and stored under the North Sea in old gas fields. Along which Yorkshire river are the four power stations located?

ANSWER: AIRE/HUMBER

12. The CPRE are trying to stop the proposed building of 262,500 new houses on Greenfield sites over the next five years. What do the initials CPRE stand for?

ANSWER: CAMPAIGN for the PROTECTION of RURAL ENGLAND

13. The production plant at Swindon has been closed for four months due to the falling global demand for cars. Name the Japanese firm who made the decision.

ANSWER: HONDA

14. Earthquakes can trigger which other natural hazard?

ANSWER: VOLCANIC ERUPTIONS, TSUNAMI 

15. Which country will have the largest estimated and projected % of population over 65 in the EU up to 2032?

ANSWER: GERMANY 

16. Which new shopping mall in London has Debenhams, Next, M&S and House of Fraser at the four entrances on the ground floor?

ANSWER: WESTFIELD (Shepherds Bush)

17. The 200th anniversary of Darwin’s birth highlighted the importance of his research on which group of islands in the |Pacific Ocean?

ANSWER: GALAPAGOS

18. In which South American country are the Angel Falls, the highest waterfall in the world, located?

ANSWER: VENEZUELA

19. Bushfires have devastated vast areas of which Australian state killing over 200 and leaving another 5000 homeless?

ANSWER: VICTORIA

20. Cabot Circus is a new shopping complex in the heart of which English port city?

ANSWER: BRISTOL

21. In July China’s major port and second largest city, announced that it would encourage ‘eligible’ couples to have a second child. Name the second city

ANSWER: SHANGHAI 

22. Unmanned ships which would spray salt water from the oceans into the atmosphere to increase cloud cover and whiten existing clouds has been proposed as a way of reducing this threat to life on Earth.

ANSWER: GLOBAL WARMING

23. Overgrazing by goats is threatening the grassy steppes of Mongolia with desertification as the demand for which expensive clothing fabric increases in Developed countries?

ANSWER: CASHMERE   

24. Major tropical storms devastated Taiwan in August in the NW Pacific ocean; what is the local name for these storms?

      ANSWER: TYPHOONS 

25. Government ministers are pressing the European Commission to speed up approval of which type of crops or risk a collapse in the sale of home produced products from pigs, poultry and cattle?

ANSWER: GENETICALLY MODIFIED 

26. What sort of farmer would I be if I did not use chemical fertilisers or pesticides, GM animal feed and guaranteed free range lives for all animals?

ANSWER: ORGANIC  

27. In 2012 there will be more than 2700 new wind turbines in groups ranging in size from 30 to 271, serving over 5m homes. What are these groups more     commonly called?

ANSWER: WIND FARMS

28. Fistral Beach Newquay, Sennen Cove and Watergate Bay all attract surfers to which South West English county?

ANSWER: CORNWALL

29. The warming of the Pacific Ocean, a phenomenon that creates chaos in global weather patterns leading to droughts floods crop failure and social unrest is coming back. Name the phenomenon

ANSWER: EL NINO 

30. J Sainsbury, Britain’s third largest supermarket chain, has the lorries that bring fresh food to the stores, delivering food waste, on the return trip, to be converted into a fuel used to generate power by which process?  

ANSWER: ANAEROBIC DIGESTION

31. Tower blocks of the future would have cascades of allotments, so called vertical farming, in an effort to get city dwellers to grow food in roof gardens and window boxes. This will help to reduce the number of what?

ANSWER: FOOD MILES

32. As the tide rises sluices are opened and the area upstream fills with sea water. Once the tide begins to fall water is forced through the turbines to generate electricity. What is this type of scheme called?

ANSWER: (TIDAL) BARRAGE 

33. Four pioneer towns at Rackheath (Norfolk), North West Bicester (Oxfordshire), Whitehill Bordon (Hampshire) and the China Clay Community at St Austell (Cornwall) were given cautious approval by the Campaign for the Protection of Rural England in July. What is special about these towns?

      ANSWER: ALL ZERO CARBON or ECO TOWNS

34. There are 1258 trillion barrels of proven oil reserves left in the ground, enough to supply the world for 42 years at present rates of consumption. Which country has the largest reserves with 264bn barrels, almost double the amount of the second largest, Iran?

ANSWER: SAUDI ARABIA

35. CCS technology will take compressed carbon dioxide from power stations via pipeline to gasfields beneath the sea bed where it will be held in a porous sandstone reservoir. What do the letters CCS stand for?

ANSWER: CARBON CAPTURE & STORAGE

36. The collapse of the Wilkins Ice shelf is the largest slab of ice to be lost  

            in recent times. Where is the Ice shelf?

            ANSWER: ANTARCTICA or ANTARCTIC PENINSULA (specifically)   

37. The pinnacle, the cheesegrater, the spires, the shard and Canary Wharf are all names of very tall buildings in which capital city?

ANSWER: LONDON

38. Tenerife. La Gomera, Fuerteventura and La Palma are all part of which island group?

ANSWER: CANARIES

39. After 60 years of campaigning the rolling hills of Sussex have been designated as Britain’s newest National Park. Name it

ANSWER: SOUTH DOWNS NP

40. Canada, Norway, USA, Denmark and Russia are all bidding to control the vast mineral and energy reserves believed to be in which disputed region?

ANSWER: ARCTIC or NORTH POLE

