GEOGRAPHICAL ASSOCIATION WORLDWISE LOCAL QUIZ 2010-11
TOPICAL GEOGRAPHY ROUND
The aim of this topical team round is to test knowledge of the geography behind issues reported in the news roughly between March and August of 2010. Where places are, (location) is a major theme e.g. counties in the UK.
Below you will find 50 questions extracted from news snippets.
Ten questions could be selected, or more, depending upon the preferences of the local organiser and the abilities, age and experiences of the pupils taking part.
Although the topics may be unfamiliar, there are clues to the answers in the preambles to the questions.
The following themes could be extracted from the sample:
Regional
UK: 2, 6, 7, 8, 10, 11, 14, 15, 16, 17, 20, 22 30, 31, 35, 37, 38, 40, 41
UK regions: SE: 11, 14, 22; NW: 7, 15, 16, 17, 31; Wales: 2, 8, 9,
                    SW: 10, 30, 35, 37, 40, 41; Midlands: 22, 40               
Europe: 19, 24, 26, 32, 34, 36.
Africa: 1, 20, 27, 43, 48.                
Asia/ Oceania: 12, 18, 23, 33, 45, 48
North America: 3or, 4, 39.
Rest of the world: 4, 25.
Islands: 8, 13, (34!), 47, 50.
Power supplies: 3 e, 6, 17, 19, 32, 38, 44.
Transport: 14, 15, 29, 40, 42.
Tourism: 2, 7, 8, 9, 11, 21, 34, 35.
Physical Geography: 5, 20, 23, 28, 30, 31, 43, 44, 45, 46.
Clearly there are overlaps between categories.
Tourism, physical geography and the UK are also covered in the separate ‘Countryfile’
Round, together with farming, a theme not included above.
Local organisers are asked to add questions on ‘local / regional’ issues relevant to their clientele.
GEOGRAPHY IN THE NEWS
1.  The annual wildebeest migration, one of the great sights of Africa, started in early July, from the Serengeti into the Masai Mara, in which African country?
ANSWER: KENYA
2.  Eco-tourism is on offer in the Dovey Valley near Machynlleth; is Machynlleth in Mid, North or South Wales?
ANSWER: MID- Wales
3.  EITHER: The multinational BP was confronted with major revenue losses as the oil leaked from which well in the Gulf of Mexico?
ANSWER: DEEPWATER HORIZON
     OR: Apart from Florida in the east, name two of the three other southern states in the USA whose coasts have been affected by the oil leaking from Deepwater Horizon
ANSWER: MISSISSIPPI, ALABAMA, LOUISIANA.
4.  The Northwest Passage and the Bering Strait will become strategically significant as the Arctic ice is expected to melt for 3-4 months in the summer thanks to global warming. Which countries are on opposite sides of the Bering Strait?
ANSWER: USA & RUSSIA
5.  British scientists have found rare marine worms close to the vast underwater mountain chain which divides the Atlantic Ocean. Name the undersea mountain chain.
ANSWER: MID ATLANTIC RIDGE
6.  This greenhouse gas, trapped in abandoned coalfields under Cheshire and Staffordshire, is being extracted to generate power. Name the gas?
ANSWER: METHANE  
7.  This huge country estate at the heart of Knutsford, Cheshire, has a large deer park and is the venue of the Royal Horticulture Society North Show in July. Name the estate.
ANSWER: TATTON PARK
8.  The sand dunes at Newborough Warren, the beach at Llanddwyn and the country house and gardens at Plas Newydd with the Whistler art exhibition are all visitor attractions on which island off North Wales?
ANSWER: ANGLESEY
9.   Cliff top walking, charming fishing villages and the university resort town of Aberystwyth in the middle of Cardigan Bay make this part of the Welsh coast attractive to tourists. Name the county  
ANSWER: CEREDIGION
10. Mackerel fishing is popular on this shingle beach which connects the mainland to the Isle of Portland on the Dorset coast. Name the beach.
ANSWER: CHESIL
11.  A luxury Waldorf Astoria hotel, with a butterfly house in the lobby, is to open in this 200 acre estate in London overlooking Kew Gardens. Name the park
ANSWER: SYON PARK
12.  China’s drive to provide protein and omega-3 oils for its booming fish farming industry threatens the shrimp like creatures which form the basis of the Antarctic food chain. Name the shrimp like creatures?
ANSWER: KRILL
13.  Christmas cruises to the Canary Islands often end at Funchal, the capital of which island, which suffered horrendous landslides and floods last year. Name the island.
ANSWER: MADEIRA
14.  Government figure show that the economic downturn is mainly responsible for falling numbers of passengers through London’s third airport in Essex. Name the airport.
ANSWER: STANSTED 

15.  Prolonged drought in NW England in June –July 2010 caused the closure of this trans-Pennine canal which links the largest city in west Yorkshire and the largest port in Lancashire. Name the two ends of the canal
ANSWER: LEEDS and LIVERPOOL (1/2 each)  
16. The booming media industry in the North West of England, home to Granada TV (Manchester) and Sony Computer Entertainment (Liverpool), will be strengthened further in 2011 with the arrival of the BBC at MediaCityUK located where?
ANSWER: SALFORD (QUAYS)    
17.  Nuclear power employs 25,000 skilled professionals in Cumbria dominated by the 10,000 at Sellafield nuclear reprocessing plant and BAE systems which manufactures and services nuclear submarines at this port on the Furness coast. Name the port.
ANSWER: BARROW
18.  Under China’s one-child policy if a 'one only' child marries another 'only' child how many children may they have?
ANSWER: MAY HAVE TWO CHILDREN
19.  The bulk of Britain’s gas imports come from two European neighbours by pipeline across the North Sea and English Channel respectively. Name either neighbour.
ANSWER: NORWAY or NETHERLANDS
20.  Countries in the upper Nile valley are attempting to extract more of the river’s water before it reaches Sudan and Egypt downstream. Name ONE of the upstream countries.
ANSWER: Any ONE of ETHIOPIA, UGANDA, TANZANIA, KENYA  
Tanzania and Kenya would access water from Lake Victoria, Ethiopia from the Blue Nile and Uganda from the White Nile
21.  In which South American country would you be walking if you took the Inca trail to Machu Picchu?
ANSWER: PERU   
22.  The shopping centre in this new town, the largest new town in England just off the M1 in north Buckinghamshire, has been voted the most beautiful in Britain.
Name the new town.
ANSWER: MILTON KEYNES
23.  Pressure to expand open cast mining for coal is likely to turn this valley in New South Wales Australia, known for its wine production, into a deserted dust bowl. Is the valley the Murray, Darling or Hunter?
ANSWER: HUNTER
24.  A Spanish court’s decision ‘that there was no legal basis for recognising this northern region as a nation’ prompted a march by more than a million people to the region’s capital Barcelona. Name the region who wishes to become independent.
ANSWER: CATALONIA    
25.  Six months after the earthquake disaster which killed over 200,000 people, this Caribbean island, the poorest nation in the Western world, reconstruction has stalled. Name the island whose capital is Port-au-Prince.
ANSWER: HAITI
26.  Name this city in Provence on the river Rhone, which was once the capital of the Christian world, and has the Palace of the Popes, a famous bridge and museum.  
ANSWER: AVIGNON
27.  Heavy rains, disease and failing infrastructure have caused the price of cocoa beans to rise reducing income for the growers in this West African country, the world’s largest producer, west of Ghana. Name the country
ANSWER: IVORY COAST   
28.  This National Park authority has denied that it will tarmac paths to the summit of the highest peak in Wales. Name the peak.
ANSWER: SNOWDON  
29.  Similar to ‘velo libre’ in Paris, London mayor Boris Johnson is keen to decrease commuters use of cars by opening two super highways from the suburbs to the centre of London and a network of docking stations for the hire of which form of transport?
ANSWER: CYCLES
30.  The Dorset and East Devon World Heritage Coast is named after which geological time period?
ANSWER: JURASSIC     
31.  This valley in Cumbria, with Carlisle at the river mouth, is a test bed for the Government’s Big Society with increased affordable housing, broadband access to remote villages and a pub buy out. Name the river
ANSWER: EDEN  
32.  The largest power companies in the UK, Npower and Power Gen, are now owned by RWE and EON respectively; both parent companies have their HQ’s in which EU country?
ANSWER: GERMANY  
33.  The demilitarized zone stretching from the Sea of Japan to the Yellow Sea is the last Cold War frontier between which two nations?
ANSWER: NORTH & SOUTH KOREA
34.  Visitors to ‘The Rock’ may have to pay a toll when entering from Spain to boost the economy of La Linea the town on the border. Name ‘The Rock’, which is still a British colony.
ANSWER: GIBRALTAR
35.  Walks to stone circles and Iron Age forts, a tour of Widecombe-in-the-Moor and ‘Hands-On Heritage’ activities in Princetown, were all visitor attractions in which National Park last summer?
ANSWER: DARTMOOR
36.  Name the Balkan republic, once an enclave of Serbia, with a 92% ethnic Albanian population, which had its status as the world’s newest independent country confirmed in July 2010.
ANSWER: KOSOVO  
37.  Name the tourist honey pot on the coast of North Cornwall, famous for its pilchards, which has three beaches, a Tate gallery and the main railway line to London from Penzance 12 miles away.
ANSWER: ST IVES
38.  Severn Trent Water is producing electricity and fertiliser from bio- digested maize silage on its farmland in Nottinghamshire. Name the gas produced by the process that is used to generate the electricity.
ANSWER: METHANE
39.  Colonel Saunders, horse racing at Lexington, and whisky production are all well known in this American bluegrass state which stands between the north and the south of the country; name the state    
ANSWER: KENTUCKY
40.  Trains will run again between Wareham and Swanage, via Corfe Castle, after a grant for new signalling equipment was granted recently; name the county in question
ANSWER: DORSET
41.  Two years ago this pier, which juts out 400 metres into the Bristol Channel, was a destroyed by fire, now it is reopened, with many new attractions. Name the
Somerset resort, which has been transformed.
ANSWER: WESTON-super-MARE  
42.  Which county in the South Midlands became the first in the country to scrap all their speed cameras in August 2010?
ANSWER: OXFORDSHIRE
43. After two years of drought and crop failure, this West African country, capital Niamey, has appealed to the international community for emergency food aid. Name the country north of Nigeria.
ANSWER: NIGER
44.  Flood water and debris flowing down the Yangtse River in China threatened to block the gates of which large dam on the river, one of China’s prestige development projects?
ANSWER: THREE GORGES
45.  Drought and fires forced Russia, the world’s third largest producer, to ban the export of wheat last August. Did this action, reducing supply, lead to a rise or fall in the price of wheat?
ANSWER: RISE
46. EITHER:  Which Asian country suffered their worst floods for a decade in the North West Frontier region, when their President Zardari was visiting Britain in August?
ANSWER: PAKISTAN
      OR: Floods triggered by heavy monsoon rain created the worst humanitarian disaster in living memory along Pakistan’s major river basin from the Punjab in the north to Sindh province in the south. Name the river basin
ANSWER: INDUS
47.  Melting on the surface and contact with warn seawater have caused a large iceberg to break off the Petermann Glacier on the north west of this Arctic island; name the island.
ANSWER: GREENLAND
48.  Gases dissolved in the waters of Lake Kivu, this African country’s largest freshwater lake, are to be extracted and converted into electricity. Name the country which has Uganda as its northern neighbour.
ANSWER: RWANDA  
49.  Miners stranded by a rock fall on 5th August at the San Jose mine near Copiapo, on the edge of the Atacama Desert, might be rescued by Christmas. Name the South American country in which the accident took place.
ANSWER: CHILE
50.  BP has joined Exxon Mobil and Chevron in bidding to develop oil reserves in Baffin Bay on the west coast of which large island in the Arctic Circle?
ANSWER: GREENLAND   
