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Geography — The Big Picture: Tackling Global Issues

What is Geography Awareness Week?

Welcome to the Geographical Association’s Geography Awareness Week (GAW), which is just one of a range
of young people oriented activities that aims to promote engaging geography within schools. See
http://worldwise.geography.org.uk for full details of the other Worldwise activities, which include the face-to-
face Local Quiz, the Online Quizzes and My Places. We hope that you enjoy using this year’s GAW resources,
which include something for all young people ranging right through from Early Years through to Post 16. You
may decide to use these resources during the designated week in June, or indeed at another time during the year
that is more convenient to you and your school.

Where Can Geography Awareness Week Take You?

We hope that examples of students’ work showing their engagement with this year’s GAW theme will be
submitted to us here at the GA (please email details or provide relevant school, college or geography department
website links to: rgill@geography.org.uk). Entries or other feedback from the KS3/4 category can be used in
support of your school’s overall involvement in Worldwise, with a view to possibly being invited to take part in
a 2011 Worldwise Challenge Weekend. These events are free-of-charge residential, based around providing
stimulating update fieldwork activities for Y9-Y11 students and accompanying teachers, which usually take
place at a Field Studies Council (FSC) centre during the months of April/May and September/October each year.
The culmination of the annual Worldwise cycle of activities is an invitation (for a small number of pupils —
usually only 3 or 4 — selected from those schools that have taken part in a Challenge weekend) to represent the
UK at an international geography competition. In recent years these international competitions have been held in
Taipei, Tunisia, America, Hungary, Australia and Mexico; for these international events attendees will usually
be asked to fund their air fares but this is the only element of Worldwise that is not offered on a free of charge
basis.

How Can You Use This Year’s Geography Awareness Week Resources?

We believe that the suggested GAW activities will allow students to appreciate the range of views and issues
that surround this important element of geographical learning. They are also intended to provide opportunities
for students to reflect on and clarify their own views, ideas, values, attitudes and experiences. With improved
understanding, young people should start to envision the sort of future that they might want for themselves and
for society and how they can help to shape it.

This year’s materials closely link this year’s overarching theme of The Big Picture: Tackling Global Issues to
both The Consumption Explosion: The Third UK Interdependence Day Report (downloadable in full from
http://www.neweconomics.org/publications/consumption-explosion) and its associated ecological debt day
calendar, together with elements from A Different View: A Manifesto from the Geographical Association (lots
of further “‘manifesto’ related activities and images that can be downloaded from
http://www.geography.org.uk/resources/adifferentview).
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Population Growth
Introduction

Population explosion — population bomb — populaporblem — population overload... some of the lbafiful, most
depressing and disempowering conversations abobalgénvironmental issues start with these phrasesever
using this one word - “population” — as shorthamddil of the world’s environmental problems ishet too simplistic
and this fact only serves to underline the impaahareasing global interdependence. Rather thaolblpms” we
should, instead, seize upon these issues as “nbal® challenging our world and our place in itl @s a source of
opportunities for us all.

Activity: Lost in space (KS1-2)

You can use these evocative images of people omdive at New York’s Grand Central Station and Lariglo
Waterloo Station, taken in June 2008, to introdihesidea of places being interconnected throughelrdt will also
help younger children to develop their visual biey — specifically, interpreting photographs; amaniore general
terms it offers an excellent context for discussibout everyday geographies. These pictures cdove loaded
from the Moving Stories manifesto (‘A Different W& image set at the following web link:
http://www.geography.org.uk/resources/adifferentimagesactivities
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